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Dear International Students,

It’s MAY!!!  You have almost made it through an entire academic year in a global
pandemic… and we think you are amazing.  We know you still have finals coming and
some of you are hoping to start working this summer or are applying for internships, but
we wanted to take a moment to commend you on moving through this … and continuing
to move through this as best as you can. 

We recognize how challenging it may be to either not be able to travel back to your home
country or to not be able to come into the United States with as much ease as in the past.
Not having the ability to travel to see loved ones, our homes or places we miss during the
COVID pandemic can be a lot to handle, so please reach out to any of the following
offices should you need anything.   

Student Affairs Office: 
studaff@risd.edu | 401-454-6600 

Office of International Student Services: 
oiss@risd.edu | 401-277-4957 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS): 
counserv@risd.edu | 401-454-6636 
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OISS News

Residence Life Office:  
housing@risd.edu | 401-454-6650

We will work with all of you over the next couple of months to get you what you need post-
graduation or for the Fall 2021 term.   
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OISS is searching for a Student Graphic Designer to work in our office!! If you are
interested in applying, please review this Job Description. We are looking for a Graphic
design major who can begin work for Summer 2021 onward, and you must physically be
located in Providence. Apply now to join our office staff!

OISS Spring 2021 Semester Drop-In Advising Hours:
Tuesdays from 8:30am to 10am EST
Thursdays from 11:30am- 1pm EST

*Summer 2021 Drop-In Advising Hours may change. Hours will be posted in the June
Newsletter

To attend the OISS Drop-In Advising Hours: 

1. Register by filling out this Google Form

2. Receive the Drop-In Advising Zoom link upon completing the form.

3. Click on the link during the Drop-In Advising hours (Tuesday 8:30am - 10am EST &
Thursday 11:30am - 1pm EST) - Speak to an OISS advisor!

Students will be served on a first-come, first-serve basis during Drop-In Hours. You will be
assigned to a breakout room to speak to an OISS advisor for up to 15 minutes. 

* If you require more than the 15 minutes of a drop-in advising time, a scheduled
appointment with an advisor is recommended and can be scheduled at: oiss@risd.edu.
We have access to other modes of communication too (WhatsApp, WeChat, KakaoTalk,

LINE, Skype)- just ask!  We will continue to use the virtual space for our advising
sessions for the 2020- 2021 Academic Year.

* OISS hours are Monday- Friday, 8:30am- 4:30pm EST
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Immigration
Updates

Enrollment and Travel

OISS held a Town Hall on April 27th to address questions about FALL 2021. To see
the recording of the webinar, visit: https://www.oiss.risd.edu/single-post/oiss-town-
hall 

All Things Summer:

Issuance of I-20s:  I-20s will continue to be issued in an electronic format.  Please
consider this document an original.  It should be printed immediately, and signed.  All I-20s
need to be kept in a safe secure location for your records.

Travel- If you are currently in the US, we are advising you not to leave during the summer
as we cannot guarantee what the travel restrictions might look like when you are ready to
return.  
According to CDC guidelines listed on April 30, 2021, travel from India into the U.S. is
restricted effective May 4, 2021.  Countries that have been removed from the travel
restriction list are: China, Iran, Brazil, South Africa, Schengen area, United Kingdom and
Ireland. Again, travel restrictions may continue to change, so please be mindful of that
when thinking about any travel plans.

In addition, as of January 26th and in accordance with CDC guidelines, all international
travelers are required to have proof of a negative COVID-19 test or recovery from COVID-
19. 

Summer Employment: 
CPT (Curricular Practical Training): Continuing students planning to enter the US for a
summer internship are permitted to enter with an I-20 listing CPT work authorization
(pg.2), a valid passport, and a valid F-1 visa. It is recommended to enter after the spring
semester has ended.  Students who are already in the U.S. - make sure to get your
updated CPT work authorization I-20 from OISS after you complete Artworks and the
REQUIRED OISS MATERIALS! 

OPT (Optional Practical Training): Graduating students who would like to use their one
year benefit to work in the United States under the OPT Work Authorization, please review
the CANVAS MODULES and OISS website for more information.  THE DEADLINE TO
APPLY IS: JULY 26, 2021!

I-94 Record- You should check your I-94 Record every time you enter the United States to
ensure that your information has been recorded correctly by CBP.

Routine Visa Services- As of April 1, 2021, the US Department of State (DoS) has
announced that there will be a Phased Resumption of Routine Visa Services:  U.S.
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Programming with
OISS

embassies and consulates will continue with their “phased resumption of routine visa
services”. We encourage you to monitor the embassies and consulates in your home
country as appointment availability will depend on local conditions. Click HERE to find the
embassy nearest you in your home country.

The ICE/SEVP Policy Guidance has been updated and we have been instructed to
continue using the March 2020 Guidance for the 2021- 2022 Academic Year.  CLICK
HERE to review the April 26, 2021 Guidance.  More information will be provided in the
upcoming months about what that means specifically for different populations of students.

I-20 Travel Signatures and/or Updates to your Form I-20
Though international travel is not advisable at this time, if you must travel or will be
traveling in and out of the United States, you will require a travel signature within the last
year of your planned arrival date on your Form I-20.  To request this signature, please
complete the I-20 Update/Travel Signature Request Form on the OISS Website. I-20
travel signatures are valid for one year.
This is also the form that you will complete if you are in a program that requires additional
time (Architecture or a double major) to finish your studies.  You must request an
Extension of your Program End Date PRIOR TO the current Program End Date on
your I-20.

Scams

Please check out the OISS Website or visit the OISS Instagram account to get more
information about Scams in the United States.  

CLICK HERE to see previous OISS Newsletters

All Programming for the 2020- 2021 Academic Year with OISS is finished.  We’ll look
forward to seeing you next year after our summer planning for some fun events!

The TAX FILING DEADLINE for the 2020 TAX YEAR IS: MAY 17, 2021.
It has been extended this year due to COVID. All non-immigrant students who were

physically present in the U.S. at any point during 2020 MUST file a tax form in the United
States - even if you did not work in 2020.  To learn more about what is required, visit the
Sprintax website.  OISS will continue to send bi-weekly tax reminder and update emails
with links to register for available tax workshops. For a quick tax overview, visit the OISS

website. 

For information on upcoming programs at RISD, remember to check out Involved at:
https://involved.risd.edu 
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This is a new section of our newsletter as of March 2021, that will include articles and
resources focused on cultural adjustment, cross-cultural communication, and some US
culture 101 that some of you mentioned wanting more of in the OISS Crits! Survey we
sent out in February 2021.  While we will also be working on some programming in these
areas, we thought our newsletter would be a good start!

As we get ready to bid farewell to this Academic Year, we thought it would be fun to share
how to say goodbye in different languages.

Spanish = Adios

Hindi = Namaste/Phir Milenge

Italian = Arrivederci

French = Au Revoir

Portuguese = Adeus

German = Auf Wiedersehen

Japanese = Sayōnara

Russian = Do svidaniya

Korean = Annyeong

Irish = Slan

Dutch = Tot ziens

Chinese = Zàijiàn

Thai = Lā k̀xn

Arabic = mae alsalama

Please stay in touch with us. We are here to support your current and post-RISD journey
in the different ways you may need it … culturally, logistically and with your immigration

status.  You are missed! 

Warmly,
The Office of International Student Services Team



Kate Sacco, Director 
Jennifer Dressen, Assistant Director

Amy Andrea Iglesias, International Student Advisor
Sachi Tan, Administrative Coordinator  

Dr. Meowgi, Friend to All

Follow us on Social Media!
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